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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------,
101-1292 3 January 1991 Washington, DC
THE CONVENING OF THE I02nd Congress. Today, for the 14th consecutive time,
I will take the oath of office as members of the House and Senate come
together for the ce'temonial day of a new Congress. As I have done in the
past I would like to again reprint the oath which I will be taking.
"I, Kika de la Garza, do solemnly swear that I will support
and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith andallegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and
that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties,of the
office on which I am about to enter. So help me God."
To that let me add there is nothing which I consider more of an honor
and a privilege than to serve the 15th District. Also, I want to say to
the citizens of South Texas, who by reelecting me have pl.aced in me their
trust, that I will strive in the upcoming two years to do my best to
effectively represent them and to serve their needs.
on which the 15th District of Texas can count.
# # #
That is II pledge
OF IMPORTANCE TO VETEKAllS. Among the legislation to be introduced today
and of which I am a co-sponsor will be a measure to provide a cost of living
adjustment in rates of service connected disability compensation for
veterans. In the 101st Congress the House had approved this COLA legislation,
but the Senate, which was considering its own COLA package as part of an
omnibus measure, failed to act prior to adjournment. This bill will provide
a 5.4% COLA for veterans receiving compensation and their eligible dependents
or survivors. The bill will be retroactive to 1 January 1991. For those
who have been contacting me about this I have been assured by the Chairman
of the House COllllllittee on Veterans I, Affairs, Congressman Sonny Montgomery,
that every effort will be made to bring this legislation to the House floor
for illllllediate consideration.
On the subject of veterans I reemployment rights I have received many
inquiries from reservists regarding their employment status if ,they are
called to active duty. First, I want to say that the employment status
of these. veterans is protected under the Veterans' Reemployment Rights
Law -- a law administered by the Department of Labor's Veterans Employment
and Training Services. More specifically, under this law, a person who
leaves a civilian job in order to enter active duty in the Armed Forces,
voluntarily or involuntarily, is entitled to return to his civilian job
after his discharge or release from active duty if he or she meets the
five basic eligibility criteria of the VRR law. These are as follows:
1.) he or she must hold an "other than temporary" civilian job.(The job need not be permanent.)
2.) He or she must leave the civilian job for the purpose of goingon active duty.
3.) He or she must not remain on active duty longer than four years,unless the period beyond four years (up to an additional year) is at therequest and for the convenience of the Federal Government.
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4.·) He or she must be discharged or released from active duty under
honorable conditions.
5.) He or she must apply for reemployment with the pre-service employer
or successor in interest within 90 days after separation from active duty.
A person meeting these criteria is entitled to reinstatement within
a reasonable time to a position of like seniority, status and pay. Moreover,
a returning veteran may be entitled to a better job than the one he or
she left. The Supreme Court, in a case construing the VRR law, said that
a returning veteran does not step back on the seniority escalator at the
point he stepped off, but rather steps back on at the precise point he
would have occupied had he kept his position continuously during his military
service. This is more commonly referred to as the escalator principle.
desire assistance inIf you have any further questions, or if you
securing your reemployment rights, don't hesitate to
be happy to assist.
contact me. I will
It It It
WST IN THE MAIL. Recently I had returned to me one of my newsletters
written and mailed in 1985. It was marked "incorrect address. 11 Since
mail is normally returned within five days if not delivered to the proper
addressee, I was quite curious about what had happened so I set about doing
some checking. I wasn't having much luck when what should my staff bring
to my attention, but a call from a newspaper saying they had just received
a newsletter from me dated 1985. This only added to my perplexity.
What ensued on my part was quite a bit of detective work, but
eventually I was able to determine that for the last five years these two
pieces of mail had been buried at the bottom of a mail pouch in the
distribution center and only recently sent on their way to their original
destination -- the 15th District. So if you should by some chance receive
from me a piece of mail that long since should have been delivered know
that this is the exception to the maxim about postal carriers and postal
delivery that neither snow, nor rain,' nor heat, nor gloom of night stays
these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.
Sometimes it just plain gets lost.
It It It
AS THE HEW YEAR BEGINS. We will pray that this year will bring peace in
the world, that all personal, local, national and international problems
will be resolved, and that harmony will be restored in the areas of conflict.
From the congressional offices of the 15th District of Texas to you
and your loved ones, we wish you a very happy and prosperous New Year.
It It It
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